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Outline

Give overview of FP7 funding of the European Commission 
Focus on:

Marie Curie programme
European Research Council

Brief information on relevant NWO schemes
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European Commission 
Directorates-General and Services
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Structure FP7
2007-2013
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FP 7 Budget

Cooperation EUR 32,413 million
Health 6.100 million
Food, Agriculture, Fisheries and Biotechnology 1.935 million
Information and Communication Technologies 9.050 million
Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production 
Technologies 3.475 million
Energy 2.350 million
Environment (including climate change)  1.890 million
Transport (including Aeronautics) 4.160 million
Socio-economic Sciences and the Humanities 623 million
Security (1.430 million) and Space (1.430 million)

Ideas EUR 7,510 million
People EUR 4,750 million
Capacities EUR 4,097 million
JRC (non-nuclear) EUR 1,751 million
Euratom (to 2011) EUR 2,751 million
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Capacities – Research Infrastructures*

Support to existing research infrastructures
Integrating Activities

• transnational access
• joint research
• networking

ICT-based e-infrastructures

Support to new research infrastructures
Design Studies
Construction of new infrastructures

Accompanying Measures
Policy development
Supporting effective implementation

*Projects are mostly large scale projects.  Subject included in this talk because they are of specific interest to Astronomy
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People Programme
- Marie Curie Actions

Hosts Apply
Starting Out (ITN)

Initial Training Networks

Research means business (IAPP)
Industry-Academia Partnerships 
and Pathways

Funds for Funders (COFUND)
Co-Funding of Regional, National 
and International Programmes

Swapping staff (IRSES)
International Staff Exchange 
Scheme

Individuals Apply
Research & Career Development 
(IEF)

Intra-European Fellowships for 
Career Development

From the World to Europe (IIF)
International Incoming Fellowships

From Europe to the World (IOF)
International Outgoing Fellowships 
for Career Development

Back to a job (ERG)
European Reintegration Grants

Back to Europe (IRG)
International Reintegration Grants
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People – Marie Curie

Type of fellowships available in the various programs
Early Stage Researchers ( < 4 years experience)

• Only available in Initial Training Networks and Industry-Academia 
Partnerships and Pathways

Experienced researchers (4-10 years experience)
Experienced researchers (>10 years experience)
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Marie Curie Individual fellowships 
IEF, IIF, IOF, - General Principles

Focus is on the researcher’s career development 
(exception IIF: transfer of knowledge to European host 
institution)
Transnational mobility is required
Duration 1-2 years
Open to all disciplines – from Natural Sciences to Social 
Sciences and Humanities
Bottom-up – no pre-defined topics or priority areas
Free choice of host institution from public or private sector 
No age limits – what counts is level of experience
Provisions for appropriate work/life balance (split stays, 
maternity/parental leave etc.)
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Marie Curie 
IEF, IOF, IIF - Budget

Country specific correction coefficients are applied 
to part of these amounts
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Marie Curie IEF proposal – Evaluation 
Criteria
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Contents of an Marie Curie IEF proposal

Part A – Administrative Information
A 1 Information on the proposal (including choice of panel)

A 2 Information on the Host organisation
A 3 Information on the Researcher
A 4 Funding Request

Part B – The proposal
B 1 Scientific and Technological Quality (max 8 pages)

B 2 Training (max 2 pages)

B 3 Researcher (max 7 pages)

B 4 Implementation (max 6 pages)

B 5 Impact (max 2 pages)

B 6 Ethical Issues
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Marie Curie Calls 2009

Call Opens Call Deadline

IRSES International Staff Exchange 
Scheme

25-11-2008 27-03-2009

RG Reintegration Grants (ERG & 
IRG schemes)

09-10-2008 02-04-2009

IEF Intra European Fellowships 18-03-2009 18-08-2009

IIF International Incoming 
Fellowships

18-03-2009 18-08-2009

IOF International Outgoing 
Fellowships

18-03-2009 18-08-2009

IAPP Industry Academia 
Partnerships & Pathways

24-04-2009 27-07-2009

RG Reintegration Grants (ERG & 
IRG schemes)

08-10-2008 08-10-2009

ITN Training networks Call planned end 2009, deadline in 
2010
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Ideas – European Research Council

Starting Grant
Funding: up to € 2.0 M per grant
Duration: up to 5 years
Calls for proposals: published annually in summer with
deadlines in autumn
Grants 1st round Utrecht

• Dr. Rembert Duine, Dr Andre Mischke, Dr. Marc Vooijs

Advanced Grant
Funding: up to € 3.5 M per grant (normally up to € 2.5 M) 
Duration: up to 5 years
Calls for proposals: published annually in autumn with
deadlines in spring 
Grants 1st round Utrecht

• Prof.dr. Hans Clevers, Prof.dr. Jaap Sinninghe Damsté , Prof.dr. 
Ben Scheres, Prof.dr. Piet Gros, Prof.dr. Marco van Leeuwen
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ERC Starting Grant
Profile of the PI

Any nationality or age
Any current place of work – but: working or moving to work in Europe
(EU member state, FP7 Associated Country)
3-8 years of experience after PhD - certain types of career breaks are 
accepted up to a maximum of 2 years (read the Guide for Applicants ! )
Potential for research independence and evidence of maturity

at least one important publication without participation of PhD 
supervisor

Track-record of early research achievements appropriate to their research 
field and career stage Starters vs Consolidators
First StG call (300 grants, 21 host countries, 32 nationalities, 170 host 
institutes)

Average Age: 35 years (spans from 24, 28 to 44y)
Average experience: 6-7 years
Average grant size: average 1M€
Gender: 26% women (as low as 12% in LS2 up to 71% in SH4)
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Contents of an ERC proposal
Administrative Information

A 1 Summary (Including choice of panel)

A 1 The Track Record of the Principal Investigator
A 2 Information about the PI’s Host Institution
A 3 Budget

Part B 1
1a The Principal Investigator

• Scientific Leadership Profile (Max 2 pages)

• Curriculum Vitae (Max 2 pages)

• Early Achievement-Track-Record (Max 2 pages)

1b Extended synopsis of the project proposal (Max 5 pages)

Part B 2
Section 2: The project Proposal (Max 15 pages)

• State-of-the-Art and objectives
• Methodology
• Resources
• Ethical issues

Section 3: Research Environment (Max 2 pages)

• PI’s Host institution
• Additional institutions
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Success rates

Call 2007 Number 
of 

applica-
tions

Grants Success 
percen-

tage

ERC Starting Grant 9167 Approx 300 3.3 %

ERC Advanced Grant 2167 Approx 275 12,7 %

MC Initial Training 
Networks 

905 68 7.5 %

IEF Intra European 
Fellowships 

1701 423 25.3 %

IIF International 
Incoming Fellowships 

571 133 23.6 %

IOF International 
Outgoing Fellowships 

341 100 30.0 %
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Comparison Dutch and EU 
investigator-driven schemes

NWO / KNAW EU

Toptalent / Mozaïek Marie Curie Early Stage 
researchers

Rubicon 

VENI Marie Curie Experienced 
Researcher (4-10 years 
experience )

Marie Curie Experienced 
Researcher (> 10 years 
experience)VIDI
ERC Starting Independant
Researcher Grant

VICI

Spinoza / KNAW 
Akademiehoogleraar

ERC Advanced  Investigators 
Grant
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NWO “Vernieuwingsimpuls”

Max budget per 
proposal 

Deadlines 
2009

Constraints

VENI 250 K €
3-year project

January 8, 2009 Up to 3 years 
after date of 

PhD

VIDI 800 K €
5-year project

March 3, 2009 From 3 up to 8 
years after date 

of PhD

VICI 1.500 K €
5-year project

March 31, 2009 
for preproposal

From 8 up to 15 
years after date 

of PhD
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Links

EU FP7
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html

EU People Marie Curie
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/

EU European Research Council
http://erc.europa.eu/

NWO “Vernieuwingsimpuls”
http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_5TTCVA

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
http://erc.europa.eu/
http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_5TTCVA
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