English

1) Looking somewhat similar to a regular telescope, this device, called a theodolite, forms an instrument that can be used for conducting accurate land surveys. Mounted on a tripod, the theodolite allows one to perform very precise angular measurements, necessary for triangulation in many civil engineering projects, such as road building and tunnel alignment.

2) Meteorites contain a lot of information about the history of the solar system. Many scientists spend their careers studying the chemical makeup of these objects, trying to retrace conditions in the early solar system, the formation processes of the planets and possibly even the origin of life.

3) A silent testimony to one of history's most devastating epidemics, these bones tell the story of Leiden's many thousand inhabitants who died due to the plague during the 17th century. At that time this location served as a graveyard for the poor, becoming the final resting place of many plague victims until the cemetery was closed in 1816. During renovations of the Old Observatory in 2009 many bones were uncovered such as the ones on display here.
